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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Ms. Virginia Beech 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: July 1, 2015 

 

On July 1, 2015 at approximately 0830 hours, I, William A. Lemp III, Lead Political Financial 

Investigator, Public Disclosure Commission, interviewed Ms. Virginia (Ginny) Beech at the 

Shelton Denny’s Restaurant, located at 301 E. Wallace-Kneeland Blvd, Shelton, Washington 

98584. 

 

I asked Beech how long she was Treasurer for the 35th District Legislative Republican Central 

Committee.  Beech stated for a short period of time, in addition to trying to learn her 

responsibilities as a Treasurer, she was also the campaign manager for Daniel Griffey. 

 

I told Beech we had received a complaint about a check for $5,000 received by the 35th Dist. 

from Ms. Fiona Klaus.  I asked her how she received the check, Beech stated she received a 

phone call from Robert Knight one evening (Does not recall date) to meet him at the Pickering 

Rd Park and Ride to pick up a check.  Beech was told by Knight to deposit the check, so Beech 

followed his instructions.  When asked if there was anything written on the check, Beech stated 

she did not remember anything on the check indicating the check was for Josiah Rowell.  Beech 

stated that the check was either deposited that evening or early the next morning. 

 

Beech also stated she had no idea how Knight got the check or where the check came from. 

 

Beech stated she was not liked by Robert Knight, who kept telling her she was out of compliance 

with Public Disclosure Commission requirements.  Beech stated that Knight just wanted to kick 

her out and started filing treasurer reports under her name “Ginny Beech”.  Beech stated once 

she discovered this was happening she wrote a letter to the PDC on February 9, 2014, stating she 

never signed her name Ginny Beech, only Virginia Beech. 

 

Beech stated she was told to bring the checkbook with her for the June 20th meeting where 

Rowell was vetted.  She forgot the checkbook, so was to get a check for $5,000 to Rowell by 
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Saturday, June 22, 2013.  Instead of her getting the check to Rowell, Knight delivered the check 

to Rowell on June 21, 2013.  Beech stated that Fiona Klaus was not present during the vetting of 

Rowell by the 35th District. 

 

While speaking with Beech and looking at the documentation noting the account at Our 

Community Credit Union (OCCU) was closed on February 28, 2014.  I asked Beech if she 

thought her name may still be on the signature card.   I asked Beech if she would be willing to go 

to OCCU and see if her name is still on the signature card for the closed account.  Beech was 

willing to go and see if she could get me a copy of the deposited check written by Klaus to the 

35th District to see if there was anything written on the check that may show earmarking.  When 

we arrived at OCCU, the receptionist assisted Beech by checking to see if she was listed on the 

signature card for the 35th District Legislative Republican Central Committee.  Beech’s name 

was still on the card, Beech asked for a copy of a check written for $5,000 dollars.  The 

receptionist stated it was easy to find since there was only one check listed.  A copy of the check 

was printed out only to discover it was the check written to Josiah Rowell from the 35th District 

Legislative Republican Central Committee.  Beech ask if the receptionist could find the check 

that was deposited into the 35th account for $5,000.  That check was found and a copy was 

printed.  Upon receipt of the checks, Beech handed the copies to me. 

 

At approximately 1015 hours I terminated the interview, thanking Ms. Beech for her assistance. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Telephone call from Ms. Fiona Ann Klaus 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: July 8,2015 

 

On July 08, 2015, at approximately 1325 hours, I received a telephone call from Ms. Fiona Ann 

Klaus, who resides at 5287 Olympic Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, Washington 98335.  Ms. Klaus 

wanted to know why she was being subpoenaed to the Public Disclosure Commission.  It told 

her it was reference the check she wrote to the 35th Legislative District Republican Central 

Committee. 

 

Ms. Klaus stated she wrote the check in the hopes it would get to the Josiah Rowell Campaign. 

 

Klaus was very confused on what was going on, stating the money did belong to her and she 

wanted to know why we were asking about it.  I told her we received a complaint we have to 

investigate and I would be able to tell her more when she comes to the PDC office in Olympia. 

 

Ms. Klaus asked how long the interview would last, concerned that she has doctor’s 

appointments scheduled fairly frequently.  She does not know when the next appointment will be 

until she is at her doctor’s office.  Ms. Klaus stated she recently had a double mastectomy and 

along with her doctor is worried about the cancer returning. 

 

I told Ms. Klaus if she could not make it to Olympia due to the scheduling of her medical 

appointments, I would find a library or state office we can meet at and conduct the interview, 

which should not take more than an hour. 

 

Also Ms. Klaus has stated that she has requested a copy of the cancelled check from her bank, 

however it will take up to 10 working days for her to receive a copy.  I told her that would be 

fine when she received the check to please mail it to the PDC. 

 

Ms. Klaus thanked me and I terminated the phone call at approximately 1331 hours on July 8, 

2015. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Ms. Fiona Ann Klaus 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: July 16,2015 

 

On July 16, 2015, at approximately 1024 hours, I interviewed Ms. Fiona Ann Klaus, who resides 

at 5287 Olympic Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, Washington 98335.  The interview took place at the 

Public Disclosure Commission (PDC), located 711 Capitol Way, Room 206, Olympia, 

Washington 98504-0908. 

 

The purpose of this interview was to answer questions about a $5,000.00 donation she made to 

the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee (35th LDRCC), with the annotation in 

the memo block stating “Campaign Contribution Josiah Rowell” 

 

Prior to the start of the interview, Ms. Klaus was asked if she would consent to having the 

interview recorded.  Ms. Klaus consented.  Once she consented to the interview being recorded 

Mr. Stutzman, PDC Director of Compliance swore in Ms. Klaus. 

 

Klaus was asked if she had spoken to anyone after our telephone conversation on July 8, 2015.  

Klaus stated she had spoken to her son-in-law, Mr. Josiah Rowell.  Klaus stated that Rowell told 

her to come down and answer the questions and be truthful.  Klaus was asked why the check was 

sent to the 35th LDRCC instead of directly to the Josiah Rowell Campaign.  Klaus stated her 

“land lady” told her that she could only donate a certain amount directly to a candidate’s 

campaign.  Klaus went on to say that she sent the money to the 35th LDRCC with the “Hope” 

that the money would be given to the Josiah Rowell Campaign.  Klaus stated that she was told 

they voted on how much to give to the Josiah Rowell Campaign. 

 

Klaus was not sure how the check for $5,000.00 got to the 35th LDRCC, she stated it may have 

been mailed or she may have given it to her daughter to forward to the 35th LDRCC.  She stated 

she did not remember how the check was forwarded to the 35th LDRCC, since it was more than 

two years ago. 
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Klaus did acknowledge that Josiah Rowell was told about the check after she sent it to the 35th 

LDRCC.  Klaus also reiterated that she told Rowell she “Hoped” the money would get to his 

campaign.   

 

Klaus was asked if she knew Robert Knight the Chairman of the 35th LDRCC.  Klaus stated she 

did not know him.  I told her he was Josiah Rowell’s campaign manager and Klaus stated she 

does not get involved with politics. Even though Klaus stated she did not get involved with 

politics, she knew the 35th LDRCC had to vote on where to send the $5,000.  Klaus again stated 

that she had no control over whether the money would go to Josiah Rowell Campaign.  She 

could only “Hope” it went to his campaign. 

 

I thanked Ms. Klaus for coming to the PDC for this interview and terminated the interview at 

1043 hours on July 16, 2015. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Mr. Josiah Rowell 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: July 31, 2015 

 

On July 31, 2015, at approximately 1100 hours, I interviewed Mr. Josiah Rowell, who resides at 

2125 Commerce St, #802, Tacoma, Washington 98402.  The interview took place at the North 

Mason Timberland Library, Belfair, WA 98528.  Prior to the start of the interview, Mr. Rowell 

was asked if he would consent to having the interview being recorded, Mr. Rowell consented.  

Once he consented to the interview being recorded Mr. Stutzman, Public Disclosure Commission 

(PDC) Director of Compliance swore in Mr. Rowell. 

 

The purpose of this interview was to answer questions about a $5,000.00 contribution Ms. Fiona 

Klaus (Mother-In-Law) made to the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee (35th 

LDRCC), with the annotation in the memo block stating “Campaign Contribution Josiah 

Rowell” 

 

Rowell was asked if he had spoken to Ms. Klaus after she received the subpoena.  Rowell stated 

“Yes” and that she was concerned that she had received the subpoena and was not sure why.  

Rowell also stated he has spoken with Ms. Klaus since she was interviewed at the PDC, stating 

she was his Mother-in-law and would have course seen her after her interview at the PDC. 

 

Rowell stated he had received a contribution from the 35th Legislative District Republican 

Central Committee (35th LDRCC) for $5,000.  However, he stated he did not know until after he 

had spent all the money that his mother in law had written a check for $5,000 to the 35th LDRCC 

for the Josiah Rowell campaign. 

 

Rowell was asked if he knew Robert Knight the Chairman of the 35th LDRCC.  Rowell stated he 

knew Robert Knight was the former Chairman of the 35th LDRCC, however Knight had no 

dealings with the Rowell campaign.  Rowell also stated that Knight was not a friend of the 

family.   
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Rowell stated that he was not aware that the check written by Ms. Fiona Klaus to the 35th 

LDRCC was earmarked for the Rowell Campaign.  Rowell was aware of the dollar amount 

individuals could give during a campaign.  Stating when his campaign started he believed the 

dollar amount per individual contributor was $900.00 and then went up to $950.00 per election. 

 

When asked if he was aware that he was given a contribution more than double the well-known 

candidates.  Rowell responded by stating he was not involved with the distribution of the funds. 

 

I thanked Mr. Rowell for coming to the North Mason Timberland Library, Belfair, WA 98528 

for this interview and terminated the interview at 1115 hours on July 31, 2015. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Ms. Alicia Rowell 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: August 20, 2015 

 

On August 20, 2015, at approximately 0955 hours, I interviewed Ms. Alicia Rowell, who resides 

at 2125 Commerce St #802, Tacoma, Washington 98402.  The interview took place at the Public 

Disclosure Commission (PDC), located 711 Capitol Way, Room 206, Olympia, Washington 

98504-0908, with Ms. Jana Greer present during the interview. 

 

The purpose of this interview was to answer questions about a $5,000.00 donation made to the 

35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee (35th LDRCC), with the annotation in the 

memo block stating “Campaign Contribution Josiah Rowell” 

 

Prior to the start of the interview, Ms. Rowell was asked if she would consent to having the 

interview recorded.  Ms. Rowell consented.  Once she consented to the interview being recorded 

I swore in Ms. Rowell, with Ms. Jana Greer as a witness in the room. 

 

Rowell was asked if she had spoken to anyone after receiving the Subpoena to appear at the 

Public Disclosure Office.  Rowell stated she had spoken to her spouse, Mr. Josiah Rowell.  A. 

Rowell was told by her spouse, J. Rowell to come down be cooperative and answer the 

questions.   

 

Rowell was asked why Fiona Klaus (Mother) donate $5,000 to the 35th Legislative District 

Republican Central Committee.  Rowell responded by stating she did not know.  When asked 

why Klaus did not just donate the $5,000 directly to the Josiah Rowell Campaign, Rowell stated 

she had no idea. 

 

Rowell was asked when she heard about the $5,000 being donated to the 35th Legislative District 

Republican Central Committee.  Rowell stated she did not recall the exact date when she learned 

of the money being donated to the 35th, however it could have been a couple of days or a couple 
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of weeks after she donated the money.  Rowell stated she tries to stay out of her mother’s 

financial affairs.  

 

Since there was some confusion on how the money was delivered to the 35th Legislative District 

Republican Central Committee.  I asked Rowell if she had received a check for $5,000 from her 

mother (Klaus) to give to the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee.  Rowell 

stated she did not know how the check for $5,000 got to the 35th Legislative District Republican 

Central Committee nor had she receive a check from Klaus to give to the 35th Legislative District 

Republican Central Committee. 

 

Rowell was asked when her spouse, Josiah Rowell, became aware that Klaus had contributed 

$5,000 to the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee in the hopes the $5,000 

would get to his campaign.  Rowell responded by stating “Really don’t know”. 

 

When told that Klaus stated she told J. Rowell about the check after it was forwarded to the 35th 

Legislative District Republican Central Committee in the hopes that the $5,000 would get to his 

campaign, before the money was given to the Josiah Rowell campaign.  Rowell was asked why 

Klaus would make that statement, Rowell responded by stating “Don’t Know”  When told that 

Josiah Rowell stated that he did not know she had made a contribution of $5,000 to the 35th 

Legislative District Republican Central Committee until after he received and spent all the 

money, all Rowell could say was “Uh huh, OK”. 

 

Rowell was asked if there was anything else she would like to add.  Rowell stated that she does 

not know how she can help, everything was between Josiah Rowell and Fiona Klaus.  During the 

time the $5,000 check was received by the Josiah Rowell campaign, Megan Schenk was the 

Treasurer for the Josiah Rowell Campaign. 

 

I thanked Ms. Rowell for coming to the PDC for this interview and terminated the interview at 

1004 hours on August 20, 2015. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Ms. Virginia Beech 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: August 26, 2015 

 

On August 26, 2015 at approximately 0958 hours, I, William A. Lemp III, Lead Political 

Financial Investigator, Public Disclosure Commission, interviewed Ms. Virginia Beech at the 

Public Disclosure Commission, located at 711 Capitol Way, Rm 206, Olympia, WA 98504.  The 

interview was recorded with the consent of Ms. Virginia Beech and with Ms. Toni Lince present 

as a witness during the swearing in portion of the interview. 

 

I asked Beech if she remembered our meeting on July 1, 2015 at the Shelton WA Denny’s.  

Beech responded with “Yes”.    Beech stated that she was the Treasurer for the 35th Legislative 

District Republican Central Committee (35th LDRCC) for the period of possibly one year or less.   

 

Beech was asked if she remembered speaking about a $5,000 check received from Ms. Fiona 

Klaus for the 35th LDRCC.  Beech remember the discussion and believed she received the check 

on the 20th or 21st of June.  However later she changed that to believing she gave a $5,000 check 

to the Josiah Rowell Campaign on one of those to dates, by delivering the check to Rowell’s 

home.  Beech stated that she received the check from Robert Knight, Chairman 35th LDRCC late 

one evening.  She said she received a phone call from Knight telling her to meet him at the 

Pickering Road Park and Ride around 2300 hours.  Knight handed Beech the check and told her 

to deposit it into the 35th LDRCC’s bank account.  Beech believed she either deposited the check 

that night or the following morning into the 35th LDRCC’s bank account.  Beech stated that her 

husband (Carl D. Beech) went with her to the Pickering Road Park and Ride to meet Knight and 

get the check.  She believes her husband will be willing to testify to going to the Pickering Road 

Park and Ride to get the check, however she believes he does not know who gave her the check. 

 

Beech did not know why Knight would state that neither he nor any other member of the 

committee, other than Beech, saw the $5,000 check that came from Ms. Klaus.  Beech also 

believed that the other members of the committee would not have seen the check since Knight 

handed it directly to her (Beech). 
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In a letter to the PDC from Robert Knight, dated January 15, 2015, Knight stated that the check 

came addressed to the 35th GOP Legislative Committee and included the proper PDC reporting 

requirements from the donor.  Beech had no idea what Knight meant by this statement, since all 

she saw was the check when Knight handed it to her.  I also asked if she (Beech) knew why 

Knight would say he never saw the check.  Beech’s response was that she had no idea why he 

would say that. 

 

I asked Beech if the check was earmarked for the Josiah Rowell Campaign.  She responded by 

stating she looked at the check, however did not pay attention to see if anything was written in 

the memo column. 

 

Beech stated she eventually attended the PDC Treasurer training, however procrastinated in 

attending the course.  She had volunteered to become Treasurer for the 35th LDRCC since she 

knew no one else would. 

 

I asked Beech if she remembered me asking her if she would agree to go to the Our Community 

Credit Union and see if she was still on the signature card and request of copy of the check from 

Ms. Klaus.  Beech remember me asking her and that we went to the OCCU and Beech requested 

a copy of the check from Klaus.  I asked if she looked at the check when the credit union staff 

handed it to her.  She stated she glanced at the check and handed it to me.  I showed her a copy 

of a check and asked if this was the check she received from the OCCU staff and Beech stated it 

was the check.  I read out the check number 12971 and the “For” column:  “Campaign 

Contribution Josiah Rowell”.   

 

I asked Beech if she had anything else she would like to add to this interview and she stated 

“No’.  I told her if she remembered anything to please give me a call.  At approximately 1004 

hours I terminated the interview, thanking Ms. Beech for her assistance. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Ms. Dinah Griffey 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: September 30, 2015 

 

On September 30, 2015, at approximately 1500 hours, I interviewed Ms. Dinah Lee Griffey at 

the Olympic Bakery & Deli, located at 519 E. Pickering Rd, Shelton, WA 98584.  Griffey 

consented to having the interview recorded and was sworn in by William A. Lemp III. 

 

On June 20, 2013, the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee held a meeting 

and vetted Josiah Rowell.  Griffey, who was the Chair of the Mason County Republican Party, 

was not present at the Rowell vetting.  However prior to the Rowell vetting, Griffey received a 

phone call from Mr. Robert Knight, stating he had received $5,000 from several businesses in 

Kitsap to give to Josiah Rowell, but told Griffey to “Keep it on the down low” he did not want a 

lot of people to know about the contribution.  Initially Griffey was excited about the fact that so 

many businesses were willing to help Rowell start his campaign.  Griffey received a call from a 

friend of hers (Name not given) to stated that Josiah Rowell had received a $5,000 check after 

being vetted.  Griffey explained that this was a very big deal for a candidate to receive this type 

of contribution so early in the campaign and it gave the appearance that the 35th LDRCC was 

endorsing Josiah Rowell.  Representative MacEwen received a $500.00 contribution from the 

35th LDRCC after filing and the money was used as a “Kick-off” event.  However Travis 

Couture and Dan Griffey did not receive any contributions from the 35th LDRCC. 

 

Griffey became suspicious when Rowell asked her to be his campaign speech writer.  Griffey 

told Rowell she would not be able to be his speech write, since it would be a conflict of interest 

with her being the Chair of the Mason County Republican Party.  Griffey went on to tell Rowell 

that it would look like she was endorsing his campaign over other Republican who were running 

in the district.  Griffey stated that Rowell responded by stating that no one would know she was 

writing his speeches for him.  

 

On August 12, 2013, Dinah Lee Griffey resigned as the Chair for the Mason County Republican 

Party, since her husband, Dan Griffey announced he was going to be a candidate.  Griffey  

Exhibit 13 Page 1 of 3

mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov
mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov
http://www.pdc.wa.gov/
http://www.pdc.wa.gov/


 

 

Page 2 of 3 

 

Interview of Dinah Lee Griffey 

PDC Case 14-016 

35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

 

believed by maintaining her status as the Chair of the Mason County Republican Party, it would 

be a conflict of interest. 

 

Griffey was asked why such a large donation ($5,000) would be contributed to the Josiah Rowell 

Campaign.  Griffey responded by stating there is some history, she started hearing rumors that 

the $5,000 did not come from Kitsap County businesses.  Griffey did not do any research and 

just took Robert Knight on his word.  Griffey later discovered that the $5,000 did not come from 

Kitsap County businesses, however it came from Fiona Klaus, mother-in-law to Josiah Rowell.  

Griffey became very concerned since she was lied to and the contributions did not actually come 

from Kitsap County businesses.  Griffey also stated a theory she had that when a candidate 

receives that large of a contribution up front, people start flocking to that candidate give that 

candidate more money.  She also stated that is gave the appearance that the 35th LDRCC had 

already selected their candidate, which is the past the 35th was careful not to do. 

 

In July 2013, at the Allyn Dig, Rowell approached Griffey and asked her to write for his 

campaign.  Griffey told Rowell “No” and stated as Chair of the Mason County Republican Party, 

it would give the impression that early in the campaign, I, as Chair of the Mason County 

Republican Party was endorsing you and there may be other candidates who want to run.  

Griffey stated Rowell responded back with a statement that struck her as an odd thing to say.  

Rowell said “Dinah No one has to know”.  Griffey went on to explain that she believed 

everything should be above board.  Based on what Rowell told her, she began to start thinking 

about what other things are not known. 

 

Griffey asked Travis Couture where the $5,000 came from and Couture told her the money came 

from Rowell’s mother-in-law.  Initially Griffey did not believe Couture, since she conduct her 

own research to determine what happened.  The records of the 35th showed only crumps in their 

bank account, then a $5,000 check was deposited and withdrawn within days.  Griffey also noted 

that not one Kitsap business had contributed to the 35th.  In fact, Fiona Klaus was from Pierce 

County and felt very deceived at that moment. 

 

Griffey was asked who received the money and she responded by stating that Robert Knight told 

her he was in contact with Kitsap businesses who were donating to the Rowell campaign.  

However Knight did not name the businesses or specify the types of businesses.  After 

conducting her own research Griffey does not believe any donations were received from any 

Kitsap businesses.  Griffey believed that Klaus went through the 35th LDRCC instead of going 

directly to the Josiah Rowell campaign since the $5,000 was over the limit an individual could 

give to a campaign.   

 

While Robert Knight was the Chair of the 35th LDRCC, he was also working for the Josiah 

Rowell campaign in Kitsap County as a Coordinator/Manager.  When Knight was questioned by 

Griffey about working on the Rowell campaign, Knight became very defensive. 
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Interview of Dinah Lee Griffey 

PDC Case 14-016 

35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

 

Griffey believed the $5,000 was earmarked for the Rowell campaign.  In October or November 

2013, Griffey started researching to see if she could determine where the money came from, 

that’s when Griffey discovered that the money came from Fiona Klaus, Josiah Rowell’s mother-

in-law.  During her research Griffey saw no evidence that any funds came from Kitsap 

businesses.  

 

I thanked Griffey for her time and terminated the interview at 1523 hours on September 30, 

2015. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Telephonic conversation with Ms. Dinah Griffey 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: October 2, 2015 

 

On October 2, 2015, at approximately 1030 hours I called Dinah Lee Griffey and left a voice 

message.  On October 2, 2015 at approximately 1115 hours, I received a call back from Ms. 

Dinah Lee Griffey.  I informed Griffey that I had been listening to an interview of Robert Knight 

dated March 13, 2014.  During that interview Knight stated that he had received a call from her 

(Griffey) asking Knight to interview Mr. Josiah Rowell as a possible candidate for the 35th 

LDRCC.  Knight and his wife (Annette Knight) went to the Rowell home and spoke with Rowell 

to determine if he was a possible candidate for the Republican Party.  Knight gave Rowell a 

candidate vetting package and conducted a pre-interview before bringing Rowell before the 35th 

LDRCC committee. 

 

Griffey stated that she did not contact Knight about interviewing Rowell as a possible candidate 

for the 35th LDRCC.  Griffey stated that while Rowell was in Afghanistan, he made contact with 

Representative Dan Griffey about running for the Legislature, however at no time they requested 

Knight interview Rowell. 

 

I thanked Ms. Griffey for returning my call and terminated that telephone conversation at 1119 

hours. 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

Case Name: 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee 

PDC Case Number: 14-016 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Mr. Travis Couture 

Investigator: Lemp 

Date: September 10, 2015 

 

On September 10, 2015, at approximately 1317 hours, I interview Mr. Travis Couture at the 

Public Disclosure Office, located at 711 Capitol Way, Rm 206, Olympia, Washington 98504-

0908.   Couture consented to having the interview recorded and was sworn in, with Ms. Jana 

Greer as a witness. 

 

On June 20, 2013, the 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee held a meeting 

and vetted Josiah Rowell.  Couture was vetted prior to this meeting.  Couture was in attendance 

during Rowell’s vetting.  Griffey was vetted at a later meeting and was not being vetted at the 

same meeting as Rowell. 

 

Couture was vetted approximately one week before Rowell and did not receive a contribution 

from the 35th LDRCC.  The only person to receive a contribution was Josiah Rowell, who 

received a contribution for $5,000.  Couture thought it was odd that an unknown candidate 

would receive such a large contribution from the 35th LDRCC.  Couture went on to say that he 

had never seen anyone get a large amount of money immediately after being vetted, especially 

someone who the committee had just met. When Couture asked Robert Knight, Chair, 35th 

LDRCC where the money came from.  Knight declined to say where the money came from and 

would only say it came from various business owners and people throughout the district.  The 

money was lumped together and given to Josiah Rowell.  

 

Couture asked Rowell where the money came from and after a few days of pressing the issue, 

Rowell stated that the money came from a family member of his, and they passed it through the 

35th LDRCC, then donated the $5,000 to the Josiah Rowell campaign.  Couture immediately 

questioned whether it was legal or not for money to be given to a candidate in this manner.  

Rowell did tell Couture (face to face) that he (Rowell) did receive the money from his mother-in-

law (did not remember mother-in-law’s name).  Rowell went up to meet his mother-in-law and 
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asked her for “seed” money for his campaign. Rowell’s mother-in-law wrote a check for $5,000 

to the 35th LDRCC to pass on the $5,000 to the Rowell campaign immediately after the vetting.   

 

Couture was not sure how the check got to the 35th LDRCC, he only knew where the check came 

from.  When Robert Knight was approached, he told Couture and Dinah Griffey that the money 

came from various businesses and individuals.  The money was pooled together and then given 

to the Rowell campaign. 

 

Couture acknowledges that he knows Virginia Beech.  Beech was the treasurer, even though 

Robert Knight allegedly gave the check to Rowell immediately after the vetting.  Couture never 

saw Knight give the check to Rowell or Beech write or handle a check. 

 

Couture believes that the money from Rowell’s mother-in-law was earmarked for the Rowell 

campaign.  Couture stated it was a week or less after Rowell received the check that Rowell told 

Couture that he (Rowell) had received the check from his mother-in-law. 

 

Believed it was an anomaly that the only candidate to receive a contribution from the 35th 

LDRCC was an unknown candidate.  The well-known candidates, MacEwen and Griffey did not 

receive any funds from the 35th LDRCC. 

 

At the time Rowell was given the check it came from the 35th LDRCC.  Couture stated during his 

vetting and other vetting’s he witnessed he had never seen anyone receive such a large sum of 

money so quickly.   

Exhibit 15 Page 2 of 2



Exhibit 16 Page 1 of 1



Exhibit 17 Page 1 of 2



Exhibit 17 Page 2 of 2



Exhibit 18 Page 1 of 2



Exhibit 18 Page 2 of 2




























	14-016 Notice of Administrative Charges
	14-016 Report of Investigation - 35th Legislative District Republican Central Committee
	Exhibit 1 - Complaint (6 Pages)
	Exhibit 2 - Robert Knight 1-15-14 response to complaint (4 Pages)
	Exhibit 3 - Robert Knight 4-9-15 letter with check image (3 Pages)
	Exhibit 4 - Robert Knight 4-30-15 letter Ref Check Image (1 Page)
	Exhibit 5 - Robert Knight 7-15-15 response to Subpoena (4 Pages)
	Exhibit 6 - Emails between PDC staff and Robert Knight - April  2014 (4 Pages)
	Exhibit 7 - Virginia Beach 7-1-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 8 - Fiona Klaus 7-16-15 telephone call (1 Page)
	Exhibit 9 - Fiona Klaus 7-16-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 10 - Josiah Rowell 7-31-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 11 - Alicia Rowell 8-20-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 12 - Virginia Beech 8-26-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 13 - Dinah Griffey 9-30-15 interview (3 Pages)
	Exhibit 14 - Dinah Griffey 10-2-15 telephonic conversation (1 Page)
	Exhibit 15 - Travis Couture 9-10-15 interview (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 16 - $5,000 Check from Fiona Klaus to 35th LDRCC (1 Page)
	Exhibit 17 - $5,000 Check from 35th LDRCC to Josiah Rowell (2 Pages)
	Exhibit 18 - Virginia Beech 3-10-14 interview (2 Pages)

	Stipulation | 35th LDRCC
	Stipulaton | Josiah Rowell
	Stipulaton | Fiona Klaus




