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Bailey J. Stober 

12416 SE 272
nd

 PL #C 

Kent, WA 98030 

 

 

Tony Perkins 

Investigator 

Washington State Public Disclosure Commission 

711 Capitol Way #206 

Olympia, WA 98504 

Dear Mr. Perkins, 

Please accept this as my response to PDC Case #14-017. 

As a current State employee I have deep respect and appreciation for the work that you 

do and the work of the Public Disclosure Commission. It is often a thankless job that 

goes unrecognized. However, we share the same determination and loyalty to serving the 

people of Washington State. 

When I decided to run for the Kent City Council I did so because I wanted to serve the 

people of Kent. There were no other announced candidates at the time so it wasn’t driven 

by the desire to run against a specific candidate or issue. I simply wanted to help provide 

a bright future for an amazing city. There were mistakes made during the campaign but 

none were intentional and there was no intent to disregard the law or disrespect the 

process. 

I will respond to the specific allegations listed in the complaint below: 

1. A final report for the 2011 campaign was mailed to the PDC in December of 

2011. I was unaware if this report was received or not and assumed it had been 

having not heard of any issues from the PDC to date. 

2. I did fail to properly report C-4’s during the 2013 campaign. This was due to 

technical issues with ORCA reporting and the departure of the campaign 

treasurer. During the campaign I called and left a message with a filer assistance 

specialist as well as stopping by the PDC office in or around March 2013. When I 

stopped by the PDC office I brought a witness whom I can have provide a 

statement to the PDC. During this visit I was told “Jennifer and Chip were at 

lunch.” I left a note with my name and phone number on it and to date haven’t 

received a return phone call. I attempted to proactively address this situation 

unsuccessfully. I am more than willing to complete late paper C-4 forms if the 

PDC is willing to accept them. 

3. The C-1 form states “Campaign books must be open to the public by appointment 

between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. during the eight days before the election, except 

Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays. In the space below, provide contact 

Exhibit 6 Page 1 of 2



PDC Response 

February 1, 2014 

Page 2 

information for scheduling an appointment and the address where the inspection 

will take place.” On my form I provided the address of the Kent Library. In the 

event an appointment was made to inspect the books this is a public place where I 

would feel comfortable sharing them. This does not imply or require that I file my 

forms to be on hold at the library for public inspection. It simply requires the 

utilization of this address to show the books during an appointment. I have never 

heard of a candidate storing their forms at a public place for inspection outside of 

an appointment. Mr. Mason did contact me and provided deadlines and demands 

for when I needed to meet with him. Unfortunately, as previously noted I work for 

the State and am based out of Olympia. The times he wanted to meet I was 

unavailable to do so.  

4. The campaign literature in question was not provided, sanctioned or approved by 

the campaign. It was provided by a campaign volunteer and the bottom of the 

literature states “donated in kind.” This literature was not passed out by myself or 

a representative of the campaign. I cannot be held liable to the unknown actions 

of private citizens. 

5. It is my understanding that paid phone calls by the campaign and supporting the 

campaign do not need to disclose the sponsor of the advertisements so none was 

provided. These calls were done by the campaign.  

 

Washington has prided itself on some of the best and most inclusive public disclosure 

laws in the Country. As you know, these laws are in place to prevent egregious actions 

from happening that will influence the outcome of elections. These laws weren’t intended 

to punish legitimate candidates who make unintended oversight mistakes. In this case, I 

have made some unintended oversight mistakes. As a public servant I know I am not 

above the law and I plan to cooperate with the PDC to the fullest extent possible. I look 

forward to working with the staff at the PDC to resolve this issue as quickly and 

efficiently as possible. 

I appreciate your understanding and your service to the State of Washington. 

Respectfully, 

Bailey J. Stober 
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Transcript of Interview with Janet Stebbins, PDC Case 14‐017 (Bailey Stober) 

3:46 pm, October 16, 2014 

Investigator: Tony Perkins 

 

1. In speaking with me previously, you said that you were “just a name on Bailey Stober's 

candidate registration, and nothing more.”  Is that accurate? 

“Correct.” 

2. Did you have any involvement in or knowledge of Bailey’s contribution and expenditure activity 

in the 2011 election? 

“No; I attended a class with him when he first started this, but dropped out after that, so I had 

nothing to do with any of his finances at any point.” 

Where was the class you attended? 

“In Olympia, it was one of the PDC basic finance classes.” 

Did you attend both the compliance and electronic trainings? 

“Honestly, I don’t remember.  It was a long time ago.” 

3. Do you know how much he raised and spent? 

“I have absolutely no idea.” 

4. Did you prepare or file his PDC reports for the 2011 election? 

“I did not.”   

5. Was his electronic filing data ever stored on a computer that belonged to you, or that you used? 
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“No.” 

6. Were you present when the reports were prepared or filed? 

“No.” 

Is that true on every occasion?  Was there any one occasion when you were present when the 

reports were prepared or filed? 

“I was not present at any [of the filing] of the reports.” 

7. Did you see Bailey’s reports for the 2011 election after they were filed? 

“I did not.” 

8. Did you ever have possession of any of Bailey's campaign records? 

“No.” 

9. How did you become his treasurer? 

“He asked me to do it as a favor.  I attended that first class, and then after the class decided it 

was more than I could do.  So it started out just as a favor to him.” 

And how did you know Bailey? 

“Through Kiwanis.” 

Do you have any other association with him?  Are you friends? 

“Loose, casual friends, I suppose.” 

10. Have you filed PDC reports for any other candidate or political committee? 
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“No.” 

11. Have you ever used the PDC’s electronic filing software? 

“No.” 

12. When Bailey asked you to be his treasurer, what did you believe your duties as treasurer would 

entail? 

“Well, I wasn’t sure.  I thought it might be just tracking finances.  I’ve served as treasurer for 

several other non‐profits, but I had no idea what being the treasurer of a campaign would 

entail.” 

Did you understand that it would involve filing PDC reports? 

“I did after the class.” 

But beforehand, did you know that? 

“No.” 

13. You’ve described the class you attended with Bailey.  Was there any other occasion on which 

you met with him to discuss campaign business, or to help his campaign? 

“No.” 

14. Did you ever contact him either before or after that class regarding your duties as treasurer? 

“Other than telling him that I couldn’t take on the task, that was the extent of it.” 

Do you recall how or when you told him that? 

“No, I don’t.  It was something like 3 ½ years ago.  I’m sorry, I don’t remember.” 
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15. In preparing for this interview, I sent you an email with a .pdf file attached which was a 

signature card that Bailey Stober submitted to the PDC for his 2011 election campaign.  Do you 

recall getting that email from me?                                                    

“Yes.” 

 

For the record, I’m going to describe a document that I sent to you by email on October 14th.  

That document is a signature card submitted by Bailey Stober on February 15, 2011, that 

indicates it was signed by Bailey, and by yourself.  Did you review that record in preparation for 

this interview? 

“I did.” 

And is that your signature? 

“No.  No, it’s not.” 

Were you aware that your signature, or a facsimile of it, had appeared on this document before 

I showed it to you? 

“No.  I had no idea.” 

Did Bailey discuss with you the requirement to turn in a signature card for electronic filing for his 

campaign? 

“No.” 

Did he inform you that he would be signing anything for you, on your behalf? 

“No.” 

Did he ask permission to sign anything on your behalf? 
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“No.” 

In responding to that email which I sent to you on the 14th, you sent me a .pdf file with the title 

“handwriting.pdf.”  Will you explain what that document is, and explain why you sent it to me? 

“I sent it to you as a sample of my handwriting.  In my current position, I am the accounting and 

HR manager in my organization and I fill out I‐9s for new hires, and I had just filled that out that 

morning for a new hire.  And it has additional handwriting, as well as my signature.” 

With what level of certainty can you say that that is not your signature on that Public Disclosure 

Commission signature authorization form? 

“One hundred percent.” 

Interview concluded at 3:56 pm. 
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