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To: Members, Washington State Public Disclosure Commission 
From: Lori Anderson, Communications & Training Officer 
Date: August 17, 2014 
Re: State Representative Jake Fey’s Request to Reinstate Loans 
 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
State Representative Jake Fey requests to reinstate loans made by him to his 2005 and 2010 
campaigns that were reported as having been forgiven December 12, 2010. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Repayment of loans made to a campaign is authorized by RCW 42.17A.445.1  Only loans which 
are recorded in a written loan agreement executed at the time of the loan and properly reported 
may be repaid.  RCW 42.17A.4652 and WAC 390-16-226.  Repayment of personal loans made 
by a candidate is limited to the dollar amount set out in RCW 42.17A.445(3).  That dollar 
amount is adjusted by the Commission in even-numbered years. 
 
In 2005, Jake Fey was a successful candidate for Tacoma City Council.  The Committee to Elect 
Jake Fey reported receiving primary and general election loans from Fey totaling $8,000, which 
was within the repayment limit allowed in 2005.  The loans remained unpaid at the end of the 
2005 campaign.  Attachment A 
 
In 2009, Fey was reelected to the Tacoma City Council.  The first C-4 report filed by the 2009 
Committee to Elect Jake Fey showed that loans totaling $8,000 were carried forward from the 
2005 campaign.  Attachment B  No additional loans were made to the campaign, and the last 
C-4 filed by the 2009 campaign reported two unpaid loans totaling $8,000.  Attachment C   
 
In 2010, Fey registered a campaign for state representative and carried the loans totaling $8,000 
forward once again.  Attachment D  Fey made additional primary and general election personal 
loans to the 2010 campaign totaling $9,200, which was within the repayment limit allowed in 
2010.  On December 31, 2010, Fey’s committee filed a final C-4 report for the 2010 campaign 
showing four unpaid loans totaling $17,200.  Attachment E  Craig Kerr was the treasurer for 
the 2005, 2009 and 2010 campaigns. 
 
On September 26, 2011, Fey registered a 2012 campaign for state representative and listed Craig 
Kerr as the treasurer.  Attachment F  An amended registration was filed in November 2011 

                                                           
1 Formerly codified at RCW 42.17.125. 
2
 Formerly codified at RCW 42.17.720. 
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naming Jason Bennett as the campaign treasurer performing only ministerial functions.  
Attachment G  Jason Bennett is the owner of Argo Strategies, which provides campaign 
support, including campaign finance reporting services to candidates and political committees.  
On December 13, 2011, Fey’s committee filed an amended final report for the 2010 campaign 
reporting that the four loans totaling $17,200 had been forgiven on December 12, 2010.  
Attachment H  Jason Bennett is the treasurer named on the amended C-4 report. 
 
In December 2013, Representative Fey contacted PDC staff to confirm the outstanding loan 
amount owed to him.  When told that the loans had been forgiven according to the amended final 
report for the 2010 campaign, Representative Fey stated that he had not authorized the loans to 
be forgiven. 
 
In the attached March 5, 2014 letter, Jason Bennett explains that a former Argo Strategies staff 
member misunderstood Representative Fey’s intentions when he contributed personal funds after 
the 2010 election to retire the campaign’s debts.3  The letter further explains that the former staff 
member believed that Representative Fey wished to retire all debt at that time.  Attachment I   
  
COMMISSION ACTION 
 

It is common for a candidate or political committee to file an amendment upon discovering that a 
report contains a mistake.  Amendments are typically filed to fix incorrect amounts or dates.  
These amendments are routinely filed without permission from the Commission or staff.   
 
Even though Representative Fey’s campaign contractor has notified the staff that reporting the 
loans as forgiven was a mistake, staff believes an advisory decision from the Commission is 
appropriate.  Staff is not aware of any prior instances of a loan being reinstated after it was 
forgiven or that such a request has ever been made.  In the event the Commission allows the 
reinstatement, staff believes it is important to memorialize the circumstances under which the 
request was granted in case future requests to reinstate forgiven loans are received. 
 
The Commission may also wish to consider adopting an interpretive statement to provide 
guidance regarding the reinstatement of loans and common loan questions, such as whether a 
candidate’s personal funds contribution may be repaid by the campaign or from surplus funds 
when it was not reported as a loan at the time the contribution was made. 
 
Attachments: (A) Last 2005 C-4 report filed 10/23/2006 
  (B) First 2009 C-4 report filed 5/30/2009 
  (C) Last 2009 C-4 report filed 11/30/2009 
  (D) First 2010 C-4 report filed 5/1/2010 
  (E) Final 2010 C-4 report filed 12/31/2010 
  (F) 2012 C-1 filed 9/26/2011 
  (G) Amended 2012 C-1 filed 11/18/2011 
  (H) Amended 2010 final C-4 report filed 12/13/2011 
  (I) March 5, 2014 letter from Jason Bennett 

                                                           
3
 On December 27, 2010, Fey’s 2010 committee reported a post-general election personal contribution of $13,230 

made December 27, 2010. 
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