
April 26, 2022 

Public Disclosure Commission 
PO Box 40908 

Olympia, Washington 98504-0908 

Re: April 28, 2022 Agenda Item Concerning a Reporting Modification Request from Kim Plese, 

Candidate for Spokane County Commissioner 

Members of the Public Disclosure Commission, 

I am writing today in opposition to the Reporting Modification Request from Kim Plese, candidate for 

Spokane County Commissioner. 

The request from the candidate, as submitted, is overly broad and does not serve the public interest of 

transparency as embodied by the approval by voters of Initiative 276 in 1972. 

Specifically, the candidate's submitted request prevents voters and the media from learning of business 
relationships of Plese Printing & Marketing {"Plese Printing") which have the potential of causing a direct 

conflict of interest between the candidate's sources of business revenue and a key employee hired by 

the Spokane County Commissioners in August 2021 (as reported by The Spokesman-Review newspaper 

in October 2021). 

Further, Plese Printing indicates that confidential ity agreements have been entered into with new and 

existing customers, yet the company's website {https://pleseprint.com) highlights eighteen existing 

customers of the business entity and features an additional five testimonials (including three customers 

not included in the 18-customer count). It is contradictory for the candidate's business entity to disclose 

the names of its customers to the public for marketing purposes yet conceal the existence of its higher­

end customers {$12,000 or more in revenue for a 12-month period) for purposes of the candidate's 

filings with this body, thus denying transparency and sunshine to the general public. 

Plese Printing has provided printing and other related services to the Cathy McMorris Rodgers campaign 

{"McMorris Rodgers"), a federal political campaign regulated by the Federal Elections Commission, since 

April 2009. Since the inception of the business relationship in 2009, McMorris Rodgers has paid in excess 

of $360,000 for printing and related services to Plese Printing, most recently as follows {all information 

is from FEC filings at https://www.fec.gov) and is summarized in Exhibit A, incorporated by reference) : 

• Calendar year 2021: $28, 329 

• Calendar year 2022 to date (through March 31, 2022): $14,525 

• The 12-month period immediately preceding the candidate's C-1 filing date: $28,367 

In October 2021, an article was published in The Spokesman-Review headlined "Spokane County hired 

Cathy McMorris Rodgers' brother in August as a policy adviser". The article indicates that Mr. McMorris 

was hired as the county's first community engagement and public policy adviser in August 2021. In the 

article, Commissioner Al French was quoted as saying "there were no other applicants for McMorris' 



position and that the county never published the position on hiring or recruiting websites." The article is 

Exhibit Band is incorporated by reference. 

Granting the candidate's Reporting Modification Request prevents the public and the news media from 

better understanding the extent of the candidate's business relationship with McMorris Rodgers and the 

role of a county commissioner working with a senior policy adviser for Spokane County (who happens to 

be the brother of Cathy McMorris Rodgers). 

In the Reporting Modification Request the candidate also indicates that confidentiality agreements for 

new customers and agreements for existing customers, in part, prevent the disclosure of business and 

governmental customers that paid $12,000 or more during the previous 12 months to Plese Printing. 

The Public Disclosure Commission should be aware that Plese Printing's website discloses the names of 

eighteen (18) customers for marketing purposes and also has testimonials from five customers (three of 

which are not part of the group of 18 customers used for marketing purposes). Exhibits C (customers) & 
D (testimonials) are incorporated by reference. 

It is contrary to the intent of the public's interest in transparency and sunshine in campaign finance 

matters to permit a candidate's business entity to use its customers' names for purposes of marketing 

but to permit that candidate's business entity to conceal the identity of its higher-end customers (those 

paying the business $12,000 or more in the 12 months preceding the candidate's C-1 filing with the PDC) 

in the candidate's F-1 filings with the Commission. 

As a former candidate for public office in Spokane County, (running for county treasurer in 2018 and 

county commissioner in 2020), I am familiar with the responsibilities of candidates to disclose financial 

information with the Commission and the public. 

And while I applied for (and received in a 3-1-1 (one abstention) vote) a reporting modification request 

in 2020 (to prevent the disclosure of a dental practice's name in a manner which was contrary to the 

Internal Revenue Code's requirements for tax practitioners to maintain client confidentiality), that 

dental practice had no business connections to Spokane County and none of its owners had relatives 
working in senior policy positions with Spokane County. 

In summary, the Reporting Modification Request from candidate Plese is too broad and does not serve 

the public interest in providing transparency about her business entity's customers. 

I respectfully request that the members of the Commission vote to deny the applicant's request. 

V•:o;;~ 
David Green 

2123 E Overbluff Rd 

Spokane, WA 99203 



committee committee_name report_year report_typ recipient_name recipient_s disbursem1 disbursement_dc disbursement_amount 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 1/4/2021 0:00 8696.41 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 2/1/2021 0:00 3665.65 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 3/1/2021 0:00 451.82 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Q2 PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 4/1/2021 0:00 971.9 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Q2 PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 5/3/2021 0:00 2736.45 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Q3 PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 7/1/2021 0:00 1730.4 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 Q3 PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 8/2/2021 0:00 6811.32 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 YE PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 10/1/2021 0:00 1235.61 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 YE PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 11/1/2021 0:00 1245.36 

C0039047E CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS FOR 2021 YE PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 12/1/2021 0:00 784.69 

Manually added (see note) 2022 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 1/3/22 11308.16 

Manually added (see note) 2022 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 2/1/22 1091.62 

Manually added (see note) 2022 Ql PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING WA PRINTING 3/1/22 2125.33f 

Sum of 2021 Payments L:329.611 Sum of Payments Covered by Candidate F-1 Filing Period (12 mos) 28,367.33 

Sum of 2022 YTD Payments 525.11 

This spreadsheet was sorted by date for ease of presentation. 

Some columns have been hidden for presentation purposes. 

The .csv file has been submitted for review purposes. 

Data Source: FEC.gov 

O RG f PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING 

ORG PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING 

ORG .PLESE PRINTING & MARKETING 

4201 E TRENT AVENI.. SPOKANE WA 

4201 ETRENTAVENI..SPOKANE WA 

4201 ETRENT AVENL.SPOKANE.WA 

99202 

99202 

99202 

20220103 11308.l ~ 
20220201 1091.62 

20220301 , 2~. 

The picture of the January-March 2022 expenditures was "snipped" from the FEC.gov .csv file for the 2022 Ql filing period as it is not yet 

summarized at FEC.gov. 

The full .csv file for t his time period has been submitted for review purposes. 

The above three lines may be found in the .csv file at lines 3065 through 3067. 
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18 Customers are Featured on the Plese 
Printing Website 

 













 



 
 
 
 

5 Testimonials (including three from 
customers not on the featured customer 
list) are shown on the Plese Printing 

Website 
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