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Public 

Disclosure 

Commission

CANDIDATE/COMMITTEE 
CAMPAIGN  FINANCE REPORTING



“The public’s right to know of 
the financing of political 
campaigns and lobbying and 
the financial affairs of elected 
officials and candidates far 
outweighs any right that these 
matters remain secret and 
private.”

RCW 42.17A.001(10)



Campaign 

Finance

STARTING OFF ON THE 

RIGHT FOOT



You are a candidate 
when you:

Raise or spend money for your campaign;
Raise or 
spend

Reserve space or purchase advertising; Reserve

Authorize someone else to do 1 or 2; Authorize

State publicly that you are seeking office; orState

File a declaration of candidacyFile



Filing 
Disclosure 

Reports

State Office and

County-Wide Office Candidates

Personal Financial Affairs 
Statement

PDC Form F-1

Campaign Disclosure Reports

“C Series” Reports



Local Office 

Candidates

Under 2,000 Registered Voters+raising less than 
$5,000

 No reporting requirement

2,000 or more Registered Voter+raising less than 
$5,000

 Personal Financial Affairs Statement (F-1)

5,000 or more Registered Voters

 Personal Financial Affairs Statement (F-1)

+

 Campaign Disclosure Reports (“C series” 
reports)



Initial Candidate Filing

Within two weeks of becoming a candidate:

File Personal Financial Affairs (F-1)

(2,000 or more registered voters)

File Candidate Registration (C-1)

(5,000 or more registered voters)



Committee Registration

File C-1pc within 2 weeks of forming a

committee or expecting to receive funds.

Register within 3 business days when

committee organizes within the last 3 weeks

before an election.



Reporting Options

Mini Reporting

 No more than $5,000* in addition to filing fee

 No more than $500* from any one source

 C-1 and F-1 Reports – candidate

 C-1pc - committee

 Public inspection of campaign records



Full Reporting 

 Candidates expecting to spend more than 
$5,000* or who want to accept more than $500* 
from any one or more donors.

 C-3 Reports………….Contributions Received

 C-4 Reports………….Expenditures Made and 
appropriate schedules







Electronic Filing

Mandatory Electronic Filing

 All filers are now required to file electronically



Contribution Limits

 State Executive $2,000 per election 

 Any judicial office $2,000 per election

 Port Commissioner $2,000 per election

 State Legislative $1,000 per election 

 County Office $1,000 per election

 City Council or Mayor $1,000 per election

 School Board $1,000 per election

 King Co Hosp 1&2 $1,000 per election

 Snoh Co Hosp 2 $1,000 per election

General Limitation on last minute contributions of $5,000 from any one source 
21days before the general election.







Political Advertising

Sponsor Identification

Written: Name and address of sponsor

Broadcast: Sponsor’s name 

Party: All forms of advertising

Office Sought: Not required



General Requirements

Yard Signs: Exempt (Other Items)

Photographs: One within 5 years

Treasurer Name: Not required

Size/Placement: First Page, 10 point 
type, no screening and 

set apart from text.



Prohibitions and 
Restrictions

 Concealment—Cannot use a fictitious name, no 
name or substitute name in order to conceal the 
truth.

 Contributing to Others—Cannot transfer 
campaign funds to other candidate or political 
committee.



 Personal Use of Contributions—Any 
expenditure not directly related to the 

candidate’s election is prohibited.

 Reimbursement for Contributions—No one 

may directly or indirectly reimburse 

another person for a contribution.

 Use of Public Agency Facilities—Cannot 

use public facilities to assist in campaigns.



 Soliciting Government Employees –
Officials may not solicit, directly or 
indirectly, contributions from an 
employee in the official’s agency.

 Charging for Endorsement – No person 
may solicit money in exchange for an 
endorsement or media coverage.

 Anonymous Contributions—$300 or 1 
percent of total contributions received in 
Calendar year.







Reporting 
contributions
(monetary & 

in-kind)

More than $25 total

 Contributor’s name & address

More than $100 from individual

 Name & Address 

+

 Occupation, Employer’s Name & 
Address

Report all pledges of $100 or more



Foreign Involvement and 
Financing

 Foreign nationals cannot be involved in financing 
or making decisions about financing electoral 
activities.

 Certification is required if the donor is not an 
individual person





If the contribution doesn’t come with certification, 
the committee may:

1. Hold the contribution in its regular bank account until the 

next PDC report is due, or for 10 days, whichever is later, or

2. It can segregate the contribution to prevent it from 

commingling with other contributions for up to 30 days.



Candidate 

Loans

Limit = $6,000 per election

Includes

 monetary loans

 out-of-pocket expenditures not 
reimbursed within 21 days



Expenditures

Report vendor’s name & 
address

Reimbursements –

Vendor = person being reimbursed

Disclose what was purchased and 
where

Consultants

Report subcontracted work

•date

•name of subcontractor

•serv ice provided

•amount paid



Debt

What must be reported differs by time of year:

 C-4 reports which are due within 30 days before an 
election; at the end of the reporting period, report any 
debt of more than $750 that is outstanding for more than 
five business days.

 C-4 reports which are due at all other times; at the end of 
the reporting period, report any debt of more than $750 
that is outstanding for more than 10 business days.



Debt includes: Reimbursements 
not yet made 

(except to 
candidate)

Contingent 
liabilities such as 

a “v ictory bonus”

Orders placed

Other liabilities 
not yet paid

Estimate if exact 
amount is 
unknown



Debt Does NOT include:

 Regularly recurring expenses of the same amount 
(such as rent, utilities, insurance, cellular phone 
costs, and payments to campaign staff) provided 
they are not past due



Frequently Asked Questions

WHERE DO I  FILE 
PDC REPORTS?

MUST I  HAVE A 
SEPARATE 

CAMPAIGN 
ACCOUNT?

MAY I  SERVE AS 
MY OWN 

TREASURER?

FROM WHOM MAY 
I  ACCEPT 

CONTRIBUTIONS?

IS THERE AN 
EXPENDITURE 

LIMIT?

CAN I  BE 
REIMBURSED FOR 

PERSONAL FUNDS I  
SPEND ON MY 
CAMPAIGN?

HOW LONG MUST I  
KEEP CAMPAIGN 

RECORDS?



Contacting the PDC

www.pdc.wa.gov
forms

manuals

electronic filing

pdc@pdc.wa.gov

(877) 601-2828 

(360) 753-1111



www.pdc.wa.gov


