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File a Formal Complaint - Seth Ballhorn
Sballhorn reported 2 hours ago (Wed, 19 Oct at 1:51 PM) via Portal Meta

Respondent:

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform

120 State Ave NE #211

Olympia, WA 98501

RE: Violation of RCW 42.17A.235 & RCW 42.17A.240

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform have failed to file timely reports detailing their expenditures for the period of 9/1/16 —
10/17/16. There is no C4 for the committee on file as of 10/19/16 and there is evidence that the group has been spending
resources on materials for their campaign.

1. Late Reporting of Expenditures

a) Campaign Materials & Fundraising Event

Representatives from Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform passed out the below materials at a Olympia Rotary Club

event this past month that clearly state that the campaign paid for the flyers — but the corresponding expenditures have not
been reported.

The meeting was also a fundraising event for the campaign. It was held on October 10, 2016 at the Red Lion Hotel in
Olympia. Lunch was provided for attendees. No costs associated with holding this fundraiser have been reported to the PDC.

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform also created a Facebook event for a literature drop on Sunday, October 22, 2016. In
the event description, the campaign writes: “We’ll have materials and lists of neighborhoods to visit.”

https://www.facebook.com/events/182073498864067/

However, the campaign has not disclosed their spending on these campaign materials or reported them as in-kind
contribution from supporters.

b) Campaign Website
Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform maintains a campaign website at:https://olympians4responsibletaxreform.org/

On this page they list their top five contributors, but the fees for purchasing the domain name and hosting the site have not
been reported.

Records show the domain was purchased on 9/11/16. This expenditure should have been disclosed either as an expense or
as an in-kind donation from a supporter.

c) Mailbox Rental
The campaign lists their address on the flyers pictured above and on their website as 120 State Ave. NE #211 in Olympia.

This address corresponds to The Mailbox of Olympia where they have P.O. Boxes for rent. Olympians for Responsible Tax
Reform have also not reported the costs associated with maintaining this mailbox for their campaign.
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3. Summary

The PDC should investigate late reporting of expenditures and/or unreported in-kind contributions by the Olympians for
Responsible Tax Reform campaign and levy applicable fines if they are found to be in violation of Washington’s campaign
finance reporting laws.
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Respondent:

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform
120 State Ave NE #211
Olympia, WA 98501

RE: Violation of RCW 42.17A.235 & RCW 42.17A.240

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform have failed to file timely reports detailing their expenditures
for the period 0f9/1/16 - 10/17/16. There is no C4 for the committee on file as of 10/19/16 and
there is evidence that the group has been spending resources on materials for their campaign.

1. Late Reporting of Expenditures
a) Campaign Materials & Fundraising Event

Representatives from Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform passed out the below materials at a
Olympia Rotary Club event this past month that clearly state that the campaign paid for the flyers -
but the corresponding expenditures have not been reported.
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Vote NO! Olympia Prop. 1

This November, Olympia voters will be asked to approve a 1.5% tax on Olympia households with
incomes over $200,000. Tax reform and funding for education are important issues, but the state
legislature, not the City of Olympia, should add them.
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VOTE NO on Olympia Proposition 1
aka ""Opportunity for Olympia"

This November, voters in Olympia will be asked to approve a measure that would
impose a 1.5 percent tax on Olympia households with combined incomes over $200,000.

Olympia Prop. 1 aka "Opportunity for Olympia" is an invitation to a long court
case, at the City of Olympia’s expense,to test whether today’s Supreme Court would find
an income tax constitutional. It's being sold as a college scholarship fund for graduating

seniors from the Olympia School District, but don't buy it....

Olympia Prop. 1 must be stopped at the ballot box for three reasons:

1. Not funded - If the initiative passes, the City of Olympia will be obligated to defend its
legality in the courts costing taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Additionally, this initiative requires the City to create a tax collection bureaucracy that
can’t be funded by the taxes collected. This will divert funds from vital city services.

2. Not legal - There is a specific state law that forbids cities from collecting income taxes.
The legislature would have to repeal this law for the initiative to work, even if today’s Supreme
Court overruled past decisions about income taxes.

3. Not possible - The IRS will not share tax information with the City, so all taxpayers
would have to submit copies of their tax returns to the City for them to know who owes the
_tax. As well, the initiative includes no enforcement provision, so reporting would be on the
honor system.” This would leave the City with the expectation to fund scholarships with no
guarantee of funding from the tax.

This ballot measure was not the City's idea.
This proposal was originated by the Seattle-based Economic Opportunity Institute who decided
to use Olympia to test the legality of a city based income tax.
97% of the funding for the campaign to pass Prop. 1 has come from King County ($175,000 as
of 10/8/16!)
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Tax reform and funding for higher education
o tmam ll::p:rtant issues that should be addressed.
ut this Is not the way to do it. The state legislature - not the City of Olympia -should solve
these Issues. We need to educate the voters about why this illegal, expensive and impossible
proposal needs to be voted down!

e ’ How can you help?
onsider making a campaign contribution to defeat this unprecedented ballot
and/or forward this email to friends that would like to know the truth about Olympia"::;.u;e

Checks can be mailed to:
i R ble Tax Reform

Olymp
120 State St. NE #211, Olympia, WA 98501,

More information is available at www.olympiansdresponsibletaxreform.orq
Thanks for your support! B

The meeting was also a fundraising event for the campaign. It was held on October 10, 2016 at the
Red Lion Hotel in Olympia. Lunch was provided for attendees. No costs associated with holding this
fundraiser have been reported to the PDC.

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform also created a Facebook event for a literature drop on
Sunday, October 22, 2016. In the event description, the campaign writes: “We’ll have materials and
lists of neighborhoods to visit.”

https://www.facebook.com/events/182073498864067/

However, the campaign has not disclosed their spending on these campaign materials or reported
them as in-kind contribution from supporters.



b) Campaign Website

Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform maintains a campaign website at:
https://olympians4responsibletaxreform.org/

On this page they list their top five contributors, but the fees for purchasing the domain name and
hosting the site have not been reported.

Records show the domain was purchased on 9/11/16. This expenditure should have been disclosed
either as an expense or as an in-kind donation from a supporter.



c) Mailbox Rental

The campaign lists their address on the flyers pictured above and on their website as 120 State Ave.
NE #211 in Olympia. This address corresponds to The Mailbox of Olympia where they have P.O.
Boxes for rent. Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform have also not reported the costs associated
with maintaining this mailbox for their campaign.

3. Summary
The PDC should investigate late reporting of expenditures and/or unreported in-kind contributions

by the Olympians for Responsible Tax Reform campaign and levy applicable fines if they are found
to be in violation of Washington’s campaign finance reporting laws.
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