
File a Formal Complaint - Sandra Robson

On October 27, 2015, after I called PDC filer specialist Jennifer Hansen, she sent me a copy of the original C1pc form for "Clear Ballot 

Choices," showing that it registered as a Political Ballot Committee on October 13, 2015. That October 13, 2015, C1pc form was not, 

and still presently is not, available through the PDC website in the online PDC filings for "Clear Ballot Choices." Only the amended 

C1pc form dated October 19, 2015

is available online on the PDC website. 

The October 19, 2015 amended C1pc form reflects the name change of the Ballot Committee to "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific 

International Terminals)," and reflects a change made to the stated purpose of the Ballot Committee, stating that it supports Prop 1. On 

the PDC website, there is an October 19, 2015 filing by “Clear Ballot Choices” listed simply as “Name Change” with no PDC form used 

which shows that “Clear Ballot Choices” changed its Ballot Committee name to "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals),” 

and that appears to have been sent via USPS mail. The top of the single page says “See Also,” but there is nothing additional attached 

or included with that single page. 

Brief Summary Relating to Pacific International Terminals:

Pacific International Terminals, LLC., is the permit applicant for an extremely contentious proposed 48 million ton per year coal export 

terminal in Whatcom County. Pacific International Terminals which stands to make a significant private financial gain from the coal 

terminal, if built, tried to influence our Whatcom County Council elections in 2013, when it, and various other coal terminal interests 

funded the affiliated SAVEWhatcom and Whatcom First PACs with over $140,000, hoping to stack the Whatcom County Council 

toward a favorable coal terminal permit decision. In the 2015 election, Pacific International Terminals, LLC., spent over $58,000 in 

funding its own Political Ballot Committee, eventually named “Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals LLC.)” and also 

spent over $37,000 in funding the Whatcom County Republican Party PAC, in an attempt to influence the County election system with 

Propositions 1, 2, 3, and 9; all of which, directly impact the future makeup of our County Council. 

It seems quite unlikely that the person/s filing the original C1pc on October 13, 2015, for the Political Ballot Committee would not 

already know that the primary funding would be coming from Pacific International Terminals LLC.

On the PDC website filings showing for "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals)," there is an October 19, 2015 email 

from "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals)" treasurer Tom Perry, sent at 1:58pm, to PDC filer specialist Jennifer 

Hansen saying that "due to electronic filing limitations," he was unable to include the fact that "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific 

International Terminals)" was both supporting Prop 1 and opposing Prop 9. 

On the PDC website filings showing for "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals)," there is an October 20, 2015 email 

from "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals)" treasurer Tom Perry, sent at 10:20am, to PDC filer specialist Jennifer 

Hansen saying that "due to electronic filing limitations," he was unable to include the fact that "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific 

International Terminals)" was both supporting Props 1, 2, and 3, and opposing Prop 9. 
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Originally, however, the initial C1pc form filed on October 13, 2015, showed the Ballot Committee was named "Clear Ballot Choices" 

and the stated purpose of the Committee was to "Repeal Ordinance to Amend County Charter." That stated purpose was in reference 

to a 2016 referendum petition to repeal Whatcom County Ordinance # 2015-029, which was the ordinance approved on July 7, 2015, 

by the Whatcom County Council, directing that a charter amendment be placed on the ballot which was identified as "Prop 9" on the 

November 3, 2015 general election ballot. That referendum petition was submitted by "Clear Ballot Choices" to the County on August 

6, 2015. That referendum petition had included signatures of at least 50 individuals which indicates that even prior to the August 6, 

2015 submittal date, Clear Ballot Choices had begun organizing. 

I believe that when "Clear Ballot Choices" filed its October 13, 2015 C1pc form, it did not do so according to the rules and laws in place 

pertaining to governing elections and public disclosure. Specifically, RCW 42.17A.205 states:

"(1) Every political committee shall file a statement of organization with the commission. The statement must be filed within two weeks 

after organization or within two weeks after the date the committee first has the expectation of receiving contributions or making 

expenditures in any election campaign, whichever is earlier. A political committee organized within the last three weeks before an 

election and having the expectation of receiving contributions or making expenditures during and for that election campaign shall file a 

statement of organization within three business days after its organization or when it first has the expectation of receiving contributions 

or making expenditures in the election campaign."

Clear Ballot Choices did not register with the PDC as a Political Ballot Committee until October 13, 2015. However, there is evidence 

mentioned above to show that it had already begun organizing. And, further evidence showing that Clear Ballot Choices had already 

begun organization way before it filed its October 13, 2015, C1pc form can be seen in a September 10, 2015 blog post on DOVE 

Whatcom Committee's (a 2015 Political Action Committee) blog website. The link to that blog post is: 

http://www.dovewhatcom.com/2015/09/what-about-proposition-9.html?m=1 (http://www.dovewhatcom.com/2015/09/what-

about-proposition-9.html?m=1)

In that September 10 blog post, it stated: 

"Finally, know that even if Proposition #9 should come to pass, a referendum to reconsider the matter is already in the works. A repeal 

of Proposition 9 could be before voters again as soon as the 2016 ballot. This referendum is spearheaded by Clear Ballot Choices, 

P.O. Box 2909, Bellingham WA 98227.

"All we can do is watch the history play itself out. Or people can get involved, learn the facts, and spread the truth. Help us campaign 

for better government this election season. We need to raise money (http://www.dovewhatcom.com/p/contribute.html) to get the 

word out. Consider it an investment in good government." 

The phrase "We need to raise money," is an active link taking readers to a donor page which can be found here: 

http://www.dovewhatcom.com/p/contribute.html?m=1 (http://www.dovewhatcom.com/p/contribute.html?m=1)
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The P.O. box address on that September 10 blog post is the same one listed on "Clear Ballot Choice's" October 13, 2015 C1pc form. 

Also, there is no expenditure listed for that P.O. Box cost/rental in any of the "Clear Ballot Choices" PDC filings. Why not?

So, after collecting over 50 signatures and then submitting, on August 6, 2015, its 2016 referendum petition to repeal Whatcom County 

Ordinance 2015-029 to Whatcom County Auditor's office; and after advertising in a September 10, 2015 blog post about the formation 

of "Clear Ballot Choices" and its intent for a 2016 referendum which is aimed at repealing Whatcom County ordinance that placed Prop 

9 on the November 3, 2015 election ballot; and after even soliciting for funding in that blog post, "Clear Ballot Choices" then waited 

until October 13, 2015 to register/file its statement of organization. I believe this demonstrates that Clear Ballot Choices is in violation 

of RCW 42.17A.205.

Additionally, the October 13, 2015, C1pc form for "Clear Ballot Choices" was marked as a single year committee, specifically for the 

election year 2015. Under "Ballot Number," it was marked "2016," and next to that, the "FOR" box was marked with an "X." 

So, "Clear Ballot Choices" was registered as a single year Political Ballot Committee for the 2015 election year, yet the stated purpose 

of the Committee was to repeal an Ordinance to amend the County Charter for which there was a 2016 referendum petition submitted 

on August 6, 2015 to Whatcom County. And, while the "FOR" box was selected, that seems to contradict the stated purpose which is 

to repeal (which would mean against) an ordinance. All of this is misleading to the public, and all of the numerous changes made to the 

stated purpose of the Ballot Committee is also very confusing to the public. The “Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals 

LLC)” Ballot Committee was a constant moving target, and that helped cloak its political maneuvers from the very transparency that is 

intended by PDC rules to protect the public’s right to election information.

When "Clear Ballot Choices" filed its original C1pc form on October 13, 2015, the Ballot Committee was already, as of October 9, 

2015, in possession of a $25,000 cash contribution, and $13,544.56 in-kind contributions/pledges/orders/debts/ obligations, from 

Pacific International Terminals LLC. There was no other contributor to the Ballot Committee when it filed its original October 13, 2015, 

C1pc form. The Ballot Committee should have been, at that time, registered with Pacific International Terminals LLC., included in its 

committee name, since according to RCW 42.17A.005, Pacific International Terminals LLC., is considered a sponsor of the Ballot 

Committee because the committee received 80% or more of its contributions from the company. This is stated in WAC 390-16-011A:

"(2) 'Sponsor' of a political committee is defined under RCW 42.17A.005 (http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?

cite=42.17A.005) (42)(b).

(3) A sponsored political committee that registers on or after January 1, 2012, shall include on its C-1pc the name of at least one 

sponsor in the committee's name."

"Clear Ballot Choices" waited until October 19, 2015 to amend its C1pc to include sponsor Pacific International Terminals LLC. in its 

committee name. This violated reporting requirements.

On October 9, 2015, "Clear Ballot Choices" received a $25,000 contribution, and $13,544.56 in in-kind 

contributions/pledges/orders/debts/ obligations, from Pacific International Terminals LLC., but then the Ballot Committee missed a 
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Monday PDC filing deadline. Monday, October 12 was a holiday so that then meant the C3 report should have been filed the following 

day, Tuesday, October 13, but it was not filed until October 19. Coupled with that failure to report its C3 report, was Clear Ballot 

Choices failure to file its C4 report for the time period between September 1 through October 12 by the deadline of Tuesday, October 

13 (one day after the Monday holiday). 

Because of the failure of "Clear Ballot Choices" to have reported its $38,544.56 in both contributions and in-kind support by the 

stipulated deadline, this enabled "Clear Ballot Choices" to hide this important information from the public which includes voters, 

campaign competitors, and the media which informs the public on election spending. And, compounding the problematic aspect of 

these failures to report on time, was the fact that "Clear Ballot Choices" did not file those reports electronically, which kept the public in 

the dark even longer as to that important information, and seems to be in violation of RCW 42.17A.245.

Pacific International Terminals LLC., via its 2015 election spending, specifically with its own "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International 

Terminals LLC)" Ballot Committee activities, is exerting its forceful influence on Whatcom County as to how County voters elect their 

County Council, in an effort to impact the make up of the County Council, in order to elicit a favorable permit decision from the Council 

for its coal terminal project.

These numerous violations by the "Clear Ballot Choices (Pacific International Terminals LLC)" Ballot Committee most certainly gave it 

a significant advantage in its advocacy of Propositions 1, 2, and 3, and its opposition of Prop 9. 

I ask that your commission investigate these violations listed here, and any other related violations that you may find in reviewing 

things—and using your expertise, meter out the most severe penalties allowable. 
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