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I. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 On October 13, 2016, Public Disclosure Commission members were 

provided with a Report of Investigation, exhibits, and an Executive Summary 
and Staff Analysis concerning the allegations in an August 30, 2016, 45-day 
Citizen Action Notice that Dmitri Iglitzin and Laura Ewan filed with the 
Washington Attorney General and Thurston County Prosecutor on behalf of 
the Campaign to Prevent Fraud and Protect Seniors (Yes on I-1501), alleging 
violations of RCW 42.17A by the Freedom Foundation.  The Commission is 
scheduled to receive a report from PDC staff regarding the allegations on 
October 19, 2016. 

II. ADDITIONAL FINDINGS 
 

2.1 Subsequent to staff’s filing of a final Report of Investigation, on October 12 
and 13, 2016, Freedom Foundation Managing Attorney Greg Overstreet 
submitted supplemental responses to two questions raised in staff’s report.  
Those questions concerned 1) whether the Freedom Foundation has 
disclosed staff expenses connected with its Director of Labor Policy Maxford 
Nelsen’s paid time spent in an appearance before the Seattle Times editorial 
board to oppose Initiative 1501; and 2) the nature of $2,203 in contributions 
to bona fide political party committees attributed to the Freedom Foundation 
in PDC contribution reports filed by recipients from 2002 to 2016. 

2.2 Maxford Nelsen Appearance before Seattle Times Editorial Board:  In a 
supplemental response received on October 12, 2016 (Exhibit 1), Mr. 
Overstreet stated that Mr. Nelsen’s paid time spent before the Times editorial 





Tony Perkins

From: PDC Support <pdc@pdc.wa.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2016 2:49 PM
To: Tony Perkins
Subject: Fwd: Freedom Foundation - Alleged violations of RCW 42.17A.205, .225, .255 - Citizen 

Action Notice

 
 

On Wed, 12 Oct at 5:19 PM , Greg Overstreet <goverstreet@myfreedomfoundation.com> wrote:  
Mr. Perkins: 
 
Here is a response on the Seattle Times issue: 

Freedom Foundation staff member Max Nelsen filed both his September L2 report and the 
Foundation’s second C6 report with the PDC on Monday, October 10. Both the L2 and C6 
reflected the value of his staff time spent opposing I‐1501, including his editorial board 
interview with the Seattle Times on September 28. The staff time was reported under the “other 
lobbying” section of his L2, as directed by PDC filer assistance specialist Jennifer Hansen on 
September 15. The staff time reported on the second C6 was added to the running total of un‐
itemized expenditures. Mr. Nelsen explained to Ms. Hansen in an email on September 20 that it 
was his understanding that he should report the value of Foundation staff time on the C6 forms 
as un‐itemized expenditures. She did not correct his understanding. 

 
Thank you. 
  
Greg 
  

From: PDC Support [mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2016 3:56 PM 
To: Greg Overstreet <GOverstreet@myfreedomfoundation.com> 
Subject: Re: PDC ‐ Alleged violations of RCW 42.17A.205, .255 by Freedom Foundation ‐ 
Citizen Action Notice 
  
Dear Greg, 
  
Attached to this email please find PDC staff's Executive Summary and Analysis, Report of 
Investigation, and Exhibits to the Report in PDC Case 8336. 
  
PDC staff would have preferred to have our report reflect your response regarding Maxford 
Nelsen's appearance before the Seattle Times editorial board, and any response you provided 
regarding contributions to party committees that were attributed to the Freedom Foundation in 
PDC contribution reports.  However, with one week to go before the special meeting scheduled for 
October 19, 2016, we needed to deliver meeting materials to the Commission members.  If you 
wish to provide additional information to the Commission at the meeting on the 19th, please let 
me know and I'll flag your request for the Commission's Executive Assistant, Jana Greer. 
  
Let me know if you have questions.  Thanks for your assistance throughout PDC staff's 
investigation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tony Perkins 
PDC Compliance & Enforcement Staff 
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-- 
To respond, please reply to this email.  
  
Washington Public Disclosure Commission 
http://www.pdc.wa.gov 
1.360.753.1111 
  
  

On Tue, 11 Oct at 10:39 AM , Greg Overstreet 
<goverstreet@myfreedomfoundation.com> wrote:  
Thanks, Tony. 
  
I received your October 7 email below. 
  
We will work on a response regarding the Seattle Times issue and 
hopefully get it to you today. 
  

From: PDC Support [mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 10:27 AM 
To: Greg Overstreet 
<GOverstreet@myfreedomfoundation.com> 
Subject: Re: PDC ‐ Alleged violations of RCW 
42.17A.205, .255 by Freedom Foundation ‐ Citizen 
Action Notice 
  
Greg, would you please send a quick reply to confirm receipt 
of my email sent this past Friday the 7th?  If possible, I would 
appreciate a response today concerning the Freedom 
Foundation's intent to disclose staff expenses connected with 
Maxford Nelsen's appearance before the Seattle Times 
editorial board, so that I can cite that response in my report. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tony Perkins 
PDC Compliance & Enforcement Staff 
  
-- 
To respond, please reply to this email.  
  
Washington Public Disclosure Commission 
http://www.pdc.wa.gov 
1.360.753.1111 
  
  
8336  
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Tony Perkins

From: PDC Support <pdc@pdc.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2016 12:29 PM
To: Tony Perkins
Subject: [TICKET Assigned to Tony] - FW: Political Party Contributions by the Freedom Foundation

This ticket has been assigned to Tony Perkins 

 

FW: Political Party Contributions by the Freedom Foundation 

Mr. Perkins: 
  
Here is the Foundation’s response regarding the payments to the Washington State Republican over 
the past 12 years averaging $183.58 per year (reflected in your table below):   
  

The $200 “contribution” from the Freedom Foundation to the Washington State Republican 
Party on April 28, 2016 reflects payment for table space to advertise at the 2016 WSRP 
Convention. Current staff have not been able to immediately identify the nature of the 
contributions made between 2002 and 2010, but believe these payments were likely also 
related to the Freedom Foundation’s attendance/presence at WSRP events. 

  
Thank you. 
  
Greg 

  
From: Tony Perkins [mailto:tony.perkins@pdc.wa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 4:24 PM 
To: Greg Overstreet <GOverstreet@myfreedomfoundation.com> 
Subject: Political Party Contributions by the Freedom Foundation 
Importance: High 
  
Dear Mr. Overstreet, 
  
Reviewing the PDC’s contribution and expenditure database, I noted a number of entries that appeared to 
indicate contributions by the Freedom Foundation (Evergreen Freedom Foundation) to state and local 
bona fide political party committees: 

Name Contributor Date A
WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2002-03-18 1
WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004-03-19 2
32ND DIST REPUB EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004-05-05 4
KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004-05-06 5
KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004-08-11 1
KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004-08-11 1
KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON 
EXEMPT 

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2005-04-25 5

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON 
EXEMPT 

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2005-08-17 1

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2006-04-06 1
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KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON 
EXEMPT 

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2007-06-05 1

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON 
EXEMPT 

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2008-04-21 1

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2008-05-05 2
KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON 
EXEMPT 

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2009-08-17 1

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT 
EVERGREEN FREEDOM 
FOUNDATIONEVERGREEN FREEDOM 
FOUNDATION 

2010-05-27 2

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2016-04-28 2
 TOTAL 2

  
  
In the cases I reviewed, the address of the contributor was listed as PO Box 552 in Olympia, which I 
understand to be the Freedom Foundation’s address.  The most recent contribution was made as recently 
as April of this year.  Can you confirm that the above contributions came from the general treasury of your 
organization, as disclosed by the recipients? 
  
Thank you for your attention to this.  Let me know if you have questions about the information I’m 
seeking. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

Tony Perkins | PDC Compliance & Enforcement  
711 Capitol Way, Room 206 | PO Box 40908, Olympia, WA 98504-0908 
(direct) 360.586.1042 | (toll free) 1.877.601.2828 
tony.perkins@pdc.wa.gov 
  

 

 

 

 

Use the URL below or Reply to the ticket. 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/helpdesk/tickets/8834 

 

 

 

-- 

 
8834  
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Exhibit 4, Addendum to ROI
PDC Case 8336 (Freedom Foundation)

Contributions reported from Freedom Foundation, 2002 ‐ 2016

Name Contributor Date Amount

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2002‐03‐18 100

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004‐03‐19 200

32ND DIST REPUB EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004‐05‐05 408.36

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004‐05‐06 50

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004‐08‐11 120

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM CAND EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2004‐08‐11 120

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2005‐04‐25 55

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2005‐08‐17 100

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2006‐04‐06 150

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2007‐06‐05 100

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2008‐04‐21 100

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2008‐05‐05 200

KING CO REPUB CENT COMM NON EXEMPT EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2009‐08‐17 100

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT

EVERGREEN FREEDOM FOUNDATIONEVERGREEN 

FREEDOM FOUNDATION  2010‐05‐27 200

WA ST REPUB PARTY EXEMPT FREEDOM FOUNDATION 2016‐04‐28 200

TOTAL 2203.36
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