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Deduction Forms for Political Contributions – WAC 390-17-100 – Draft Proposed
Amendments – March 28, 2013 Commission Meeting

Agenda Item
In January and February, the Commission discussed a request from stakeholders asking
whether the payroll deduction process for political contributions could permit electronic
authorizations by employees. RCW 42.17A.495(3) requires a written request, on a form
developed by the Commission. WAC 390-17-100 describes the form.
The Commission received stakeholder input and reviewed three options for amending the
rule. Option # 2 provided suggested amendments to subsections (1) and (2), and
suggested a new subsection (4). In February, the Commission received additional
suggested language for subsection (3), plus suggested edits to subsection (1) to improve
readability.
The Commission asked staff to bring a revised Option # 2 back for possible approval of
proposed amendatory language. That action is scheduled for the March 28, 2013
Commission meeting.
Draft Proposed Amendments - WAC 390-17-100
Enclosed is a revised Option # 2 for Commission approval. It does the following:
Subsection (1): Improves readability.
Subsection (2): Describes that payroll deductions can be in an electronic format, and
provides an alternative to the “signature” verification by the individual so long as it is
reliable and secure. Adds a reference to “candidate” to improve readability and be
more consistent with subsection (1)(b) and RCW 42.17A.495(3).1
Subsection (3): Describes that forms that satisfy subsection (2) constitute the written
authorization by the individual.
Subsection (4): Confirms the statutory requirement for retention and inspection of the
forms.
1

RCW 42.17A.495(3) provides in pertinent part that “No employer or other person or entity responsible for the
disbursement of funds in payment of wages or salaries may withhold or divert a portion of an employee's
wages or salaries for contributions to political committees or for use as political contributions except upon the
written request of the employee.” (Emphasis added).
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The rulemaking discussion of these proposals has described that an electronic format is
optional (a permitted alternative) for this payroll deduction form. Payroll/wage deduction
systems may vary, and some may not accommodate an electronic process.
Next Steps
Once the Commission approves proposed language, the proposed amendments will be
filed with the Code Reviser and a public hearing set for the May 23, 2013 Commission
meeting.

Enclosure:

WAC 390-17-100 with Draft Proposed Amendments (Revised Option #2)

